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Tast wee ongressm IR
of Tllinois took to the House floor with a
. thorough- going defensge of the Central Tn-
:telh ence Clgﬁncy He said he did this be-
“pat our superhush-hush under-

utfit, ] fit, Had been falsely accused——and
cited some exﬁmples

e P 5
* Atends’ version of Fhe ¥facts” may 7 well
be correct ‘He also said the CIA is the
‘iﬁn _5. intelligence agency in the world to-
/8ay,” which also may be correct; we have
no,wa 6)'. ’knowing.

néei‘from Arends is comfort-

4ng, because he is the No. 2 Republican
{leader of the House, and can be quite
artisan whén he chooses. He is the top
publican on the House Armed Services
('fommittee, and in this capacity, he sid,
he has been ptivy to much of the “ingide”
of CIA “operations, and what he knows
- ‘gives hlm ull confidence in the agency.

Bl Areids went on to argue against a
coﬁgfésﬁfonal comfﬁt‘ttee to oversee

- by other Senate and House subcommittees.
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Commlssxon of 1955 by numerous members ;
of Congress —and by ordinary common |:
gense. He said the House Armed Services|
Committee has a subcommittee, of which
he is a member, which adequately polizes
the CIA. CIA also theoretically is watched

If a joint committee were “superim-
posed” on all these fragmentary watch-
dogs, Arends suggests, too many would
know all the secrets. Well, one carefully
chosen joint committee certainly would be
more likely to hold its tongues than a half
dozen scattered around the capitol.

Indeed, it boils down to the issue stated
by another responsible Member of
Congress, Sen. Eugene McCarthy, a Minne-
sota Democrat, who says that only with a
specialized joint committee can Congress| .
live up to its own obligations in this field.
The more secret an agency’s operations,

the more need for competent, outeude "
checks. :
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